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Opening Slide



Overview/Agenda

What this brief talk will cover:

•

•

• SUSI 

• Loans

• Student Assistance Fund

• 1916 Bursary etc

•

•



If SUSI doesn’t cover, you may space your payment!
Usually payable in two instalments:
 €1,500.00 on registration
 €1,500.00 by 31st January each year

Payment Plan Options may be available:
NB: Payment Plans are usually applied for each year on-line 

through the Students Admin portal.

Contribution Fee = €3,000



Financial Supports

There is more than you 
think



About Us

About Us/Overview



• TEXT GOES HERE



Income

Approved 
Courses/Colle

ges

Nationality

Residency

Progression 
through 

Education

The 5 Pillars of SUSI

Student Grant Application= not 
eligible 



● Income;
Full household income of 2023
● Approved Courses/Colleges;

Refer to Qualifax.ie to check
● Nationality;

Must be Irish, EU, UK, EEA, a Swiss  national, Child of a 
Turkish National or have specific leave to remain in the 
State.
● Residency;

3 of the last 5 years in Ireland, the EU, UK, the EEA or 
Switzerland
● Progression through Education.

SUSI eligibility



•Increase to maintenance grant rates – the non-adjacent maintenance 
rates will increase by €615 and the adjacent maintenance rates will 
increase by 10%.

•Postgraduate maintenance grants – eligible postgraduate students who 
meet the eligibility criteria including income thresholds will receive a 
maintenance grant.

•Increase to the income threshold for band 4 maintenance grant from 
€46,790 to €50,840.

•Increase to the income threshold for 100% student contribution grant 
from €50,840 to €55,924

SUSI Changes this year











• Covers the cost of contribution fees

• Maintenance can be paid monthly 

• If in receipt of BTEA, SUSI will only provide a fee grant. No 

maintenance 

• If awarded SUSI, the payment of fees will be done directly to 

fees office

• SUSI now open for new applicants until late October

SUSI Payments



How We Support 
Students with SUSI?

• Applications open for new applications-

April 2024

• Priority closing date for new applications is the 11 July 

2024 

• Not happy with grant decision? You can contact a Student 

Budgetary Advisor/Student Experience Office in your local 

college

• We can help you with the following

Change of Circumstances e.g review of 
assessment

Exceptional Circumstances e.g repeat year 
funding 

Appealing your grant decision e.g formal 
appeals with expert guidance

A direct contact with the SUSI helpdesk



Department of 
Social Protection 
Payments



Student 
Assistance 
Fund(s)



▸ The Student Assistance Fund provides financial assistance for full-
time higher education students who are experiencing financial 
difficulties whilst attending college.

▸ The Student Assistance Fund is part supported by the Irish 
Government and the European Social Fund as part of the ESF 
Programme for Employability, Inclusion and Learning 2014-2020.

▸ The Student Assistance Fund provides a further source of funding for 
higher education students in addition to the Student Grant.

What is it?

http://www.studentfinance.ie/mp7232/maintenance-grant/index.html


▸ All full-time registered students (subject to EU status), 
undergraduate and postgraduate, for the 2024/25 
academic year are eligible to apply for assistance from 
the fund. 

▸ Students participating in foundation courses or part-time 
courses are not eligible for this fund. Also, students 
pursuing a second Degree/second Masters/second PhD 
are ineligible. 

▸ Students may be supported for one repeat year only. 
PhD applicants may be supported for years 1 – 4.

Who can apply?



Some 
more ..







1916 Bursary
The purpose of this funding is to encourage participation and success by students from sections of 
society that are significantly under-represented in higher education. Funding is being provided for 
the award of 200 bursaries nationally (divided between regional clusters) in each of the three 
academic years commencing 2017/18. Each student who is awarded the 1916 Bursary Fund will 
receive either a bursary to the amount of: 
• 1. €5,000 for each year 
• 2. €2,000 for each year
• 3. €1,500 once off bursary 

of their undergraduate programme of study up to a maximum of €20,000 for full-time students and 
a maximum of €30,000 for part-time students

All 1916 Bursary Fund recipients must be economically disadvantaged AND from one of the 
following target groups (on next slide):



1916 Bursary
Applicants must be from a socio-economically disadvantaged background and can provide evidence of such by demonstrating:
The applicant would be eligible for the Special Rate level of Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) grant 

AND / OR 
in receipt of a Department of Social Protection (DSP) means-tested social welfare payment

Applicant must be from at least one of the following target groups:
•Socio-economically disadvantaged communities
•Socio-economic groups that have low participation rates in higher education
•Students with a disability
•Students who are carers
•Students entering on the basis of a QQI Further Education award
•Lone and/or teen parents in receipt of a long-term means-tested social welfare payment
•Members of the Irish Traveller Community
•Members of the Roma Community
•First time, mature student entrants and 2nd chance mature students
•Persons from ethnic minorities who are lawfully present in the State

https://1916bursary.ie/criteria-quick-check 

.

https://1916bursary.ie/criteria-quick-check


https://www.ucc.ie/en/scholarships/


Slide with text/image background

Loans



Intro Slide

Credit Union Education Loan

▸ https://peoplefirstcu.ie/loans/student-loan

Features:

• As credit unions are independent from each other, each credit union sets its own loan interest 

rates at local level. The average student loan rate in the Republic of Ireland is 7.63% APR

• The People First Credit Union has a 6.7% APR

• Need to be a CU member

• May need a guarantor 

• Flexible repayment options – choose to repay weekly or monthly.

• Maximum loan amount of €75,000 (depends on your CU)

• Choose to repay your loan over 1 to 5 years

https://aib.ie/our-products/loans/education-loans




What Costs are 
associated 

with going to 
college?







Nurturing Bright Futures

https://www.ucc.ie/en/graduateattributes/nurturingbrightfutures/nurturingbrightfuturesforstudents/

https://www.ucc.ie/en/graduateattributes/nurturingbrightfutures/nurturingbrightfuturesforstudents/


Funded by the Higher Education Authority Innovation and

Transformation Programme and the Tomar Trust.

Seeing is believing

It is the process of creating a plan to spend your money. This 
spending plan is called a budget. Creating this spending plan allows 
you to determine in advance whether you will have enough money 
to do the things you need to do or would like to do.

Allowing us to see our situation and assess further. It is pivotal to be 
acquainted with these skills for independent student living 





Funded by the Higher Education Authority Innovation and

Transformation Programme and the Tomar Trust.

Oh behave….

Because without a budget we don’t know what 
really happening with spending behaviours

• To know the magnitude of any spending problem or 
financial ‘hole’, we need to know what you are actually 
spending and whats coming in!!!

• From your 8:45am coffee before lectures to you evening 
snack on way home..every Tap!

• It all adds up!!



Using a spending Diary

• A spending diary is a diary or journal where you record all your money transactions on a daily 

basis.

• From buying a cup of coffee for 3 euros in your college café each morning to your bus home 

each evening for .80 cents

• Your spending diary allows you to keep track of all your spending in one place and lets you 

record your progress when budgeting or when to spot huge savings

• Helps you spend less 

• Provides empowerment in your purchases and spend

• Incorporate into your budget for even more precise reflection

Funded by the Higher Education Authority Innovation and

Transformation Programme and the Tomar Trust.

Its all in the details



Funded by the Higher Education Authority Innovation and

Transformation Programme and the Tomar Trust.

Knowledge is Power
Use the budgeting sheets 

which are available 
online

Plan your timeframe to 
budget especially on 

income. 

Analyse bank accounts or 
Revolut spending

Account for direct debits 
and hidden costs e.g
Netflix, taxis, Spotify, 

deliveroos..everything!

Categorise
Calculate incomes and 

expenditures

Minus Expenditure 
against the Income

The scary part 



Student Name: Student Number:

Weekly Montly Yearly

Total Income 0.00 0.00 0.00

Total Expenses 0.00 0.00 0.00

Balance 0.00 0.00 0.00 

INCOME Weekly Montly Yearly

SUSI 0.00 0.00

Employment 0.00 0.00

DEASP/Social Welfare 0.00 0.00

Parents/Guardians 0.00 0.00

Scholasrships 0.00 0.00

Other 0.00 0.00

Student Assistance Funds/ Once off support 0.00

Total Income 0.00 0.00 0.00

 EXPENDITURE Weekly Montly Yearly

Household Exp

Rent or mortgage 0.00 0.00

rent deposit 0.00 0.00

Food/Groceries 0.00 0.00

Electricity 0.00 0.00

Gas/oil 0.00 0.00

Braoadband 0.00 0.00

TV license 0.00 0.00

Bin charges 0.00 0.00

Other 0.00 0.00

Total Household costs 0.00 0.00 0.00

Travel Costs

Public transport 0.00 0.00

Car insurance 0.00 0.00

Car Tax 0.00 0.00

Car maintenance / new tires etc 0.00 0.00

Car repayments 0.00 0.00

Petrol/Diesal 0.00 0.00

Taxis 0.00 0.00

MONTHLY BUDGET- [insert date] Date

0.00

0.10

0.20

0.30

0.40

0.50

0.60

0.70

0.80

0.90

1.00

Total Income



Funded by the Higher Education Authority Innovation and

Transformation Programme and the Tomar Trust.

Handy Tips



• Completing a spending diary for a week using the provided spending 

diary template provided by SFSA and Nurturing Bright Futures. 

• Research funds that you may be eligible for

• Incorporate spending from your Spending Diary into a budget for the 

month based on your spending habits

• Input income from potential funds into your budget

Funded by the Higher Education Authority Innovation and

Transformation Programme and the Tomar Trust.

Practice makes Perfect- Exercise 





Slide with text/image

Helpful links

www.susi.ie - for applications for your SUSI Grant

www.Citizeninformation.ie - information to what 
you are entitled to

www.welfare.ie – Dept. Social Protection

https://www.ucc.ie/en/sfsa/ - SAF and tips on 
budgeting

www.spunout.ie - Best website for info on 
anything!!! 

http://www.susi.ie/
http://www.citizeninformation.ie/
http://www.welfare.ie/
https://www.ucc.ie/en/sfsa/
http://www.spunout.ie/


Thank You

Thank you/GRMA

If you require any financial and/or budgetary 

advice please make sure to book an 

appointment with the Student Budgetary 

Advisor on the following QR code:

Get in touch

The Hub, Main Campus, UCC.

ucc.ie/en/sfsa

studentbudgetingadvice@ucc.ie
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